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For the attention of Her Excellency, Véra Jourova, Commissioner for Justice 


Dear Commissioner, 
Dear Mrs. Karen Vandekerckhove, 


I have carefully read your answer and I find unacceptable where you say “that in decisions 
concerning children the primary consideration shall be the best interests of the individual child 
assessed on a case-by-case basis”. 


AS a scientist (practicing pediatrician) I can assure that assessment case by case works exclusively 
inside the framework of common guidelines scientifically established. For example, research tells 
me to treat the streptococcical faringitis with amoxicillin (guideline) but I can decide in specific 
single cases (for example because the patient is allergic to amoxicillin) to treat with some other 
antibiotic (decision case by case). 


It is therefore necessary to establish a general rule that in some and well explained cases can be 
waived. If not, the children are subjected to prejudice, sensitivity, unscientifically based opinions of 
the assessor and can cause huge damages to children. 


It is certainly true as you say that “The Commission is aware of differences in the national systems 
and diverging practices when it comes to granting and exercising these rights”. 


Unfortunately these diverging practices result in the situation that in some countries where shared 
parenting is common (Denmark, Sweden) only 12% of children lose contact with a parent after the 
divorce, while in other countries where shared parenting is rare (Italy, Greece, United Kingdom) 
this percentage increases to 30% and more with a lot of unequivocal and important consequences on 
the children. 


So far I don’t have reason to doubt that “The European Union attaches great importance to the 
protection of the rights of the child as enshrined in Article 24 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
according to which every child shall have the right to maintain on a regular basis a personal 
relationship and direct contact with both parents” but your answer seems to imply that: 


1- the Commission is aware of differences, and is also aware that the 75 international research 
studies on this topic have demonstrated that shared parenting should be the first option to 
protect the children as recognized by the Council of Europe with the document 13870 and 
the following Resolution 2079 (2015), 


2- the Commission is aware that in the countries where shared parenting is uncommon at least 
30% of children have been denied their right to maintain on a regular basis a personal 
relationship and direct contact with both parents but... despite the fact that the Commission 
is aware of this, it doesn’t want to do anything, leaving a single operator (the untrained 
judge) to do whatever he or she wants, in a complete anarchy. 


This is in complete contrast to the ‘assumed’ great importance given to the protection of the rights of 
the child also as “Europe cannot be defined as truly “equal and fair” until it does not ensure the 
same care and attention for all of its children”. 


So, in the light of the resolution of the Council of Europe and knowing that The Committee of 
Ministers adopted on 2 March 2016 and the new Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the 
Child (2016-2021) to be launched at a High Level Conference in Sofia on 5 and 6 April 2016, 


during the Bulgarian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers and that between the intended 


priority areas to be covered during this new Strategy period we find the topic of: 


equal opportunities for all children; 


I would therefore like to ask you if, you intend protect the rights of the children establishing 
common guidelines, inside which the operator can work according a case by case method. 


Best Regards, 
Vittorio Vezzetti, 
President of European Platform COLIBRI www.childefenders.com 


Inquiry made on behalf of Colibri federation by Catalin Bogdan, 
president of the Romanian Association for Joint Custody 4, 

at the direct request of Vittorio Vezzetti, president of Colibri 5 
electronically signed for conformity ref. [ngo3704] 


Digitally signed 


Cata | | Nn by Catalin 


Bogdan 


Bog d af Pate: 2016.04.01 


19:31:19 +03'00' 


